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There is a crack in everything,
and that is where the light enters
Leonard Cohen
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The call
Blam, in collaboration with the Inner Wheel Salerno CARF Association, Battipaglia Cassa Rurale
Foundation and Banca Campania Centro and with the support of the Municipality of Salerno, promotes
the first edition of the LUMINA call for tenders, aimed at the realization of the first artistic light installation of
the Museo Luminoso Diffuso, a Luminous Museum spread all over the city, which it is intended to be built
in the historical centre of Salerno, in Italy, through art residences. The aim of the project is to build a map
of interventions able to bring light to abandoned and neglected places in the historical centre of Salerno
and able to reveal them under a new “light”. Using the art as a tool the aim of the project is to activate a
participatory process that can allow these places to be regain a space in the collective urban imagination.
Through temporary art light installations, we intend to reflect on the historical cultural heritage and on how
it is perceived by the inhabitants, permanent and temporary.
The first call invites artists, architects, designers, scenographers and in general those professionals and artists able to plan and carry out the intervention in the form of a temporary installation, related to the identity
of the places. LUMINA, is part of SSMOLL, a collaborative urban regeneration project, activated in Salerno
by Blam with the support of the Municipality of Salerno and the DiARC - Department of Architecture of
the University of Naples Federico II.

The partner
The Club Inner Wheel Salerno C.A.R.F., has been always committed to the promotion and enhancement
of the territory, and thanks to the work and commitment of all members has made concrete over the years
the many initiatives undertaken aimed at enhancing the territory and its cultural heritage. The support of
the prestigious club in this project represents an important new challenge alongside young local players
to enhance the cultural heritage and encourage innovative moments of participatory urban transformation.
The Cassa Rurale Foundation of Battipaglia, together with Banca Campania Centro, operates in the
fields of education and culture, promotion of social cohesion and sustainable development and giving impetus to scientific research, art, conservation and enhancement of the environmental and artistic assets of
the territory. Becoming partner of the project, the Battipaglia Cassa Rurale Foundation actively engages in
the territory in the support, promotion and innovation of those values that Lumina represent: artistic, cultural and social. Through a glocal approach - rooted in the local dimension, and at the same time present
on a global scale - it contributes to the revitalization of the city of Salerno using the light as a driving force
for cultural growth, on a territorial and tourist scale. The Municipality of Salerno, partner of Blam within
the SSMOLL project, in recent years has given impetus to urban redevelopment and the recovery of the
socio-economic functions of the territory.

SSMOLL’s project
SSMOLL |San Sebastiano Monte dei Morti Living Lab|, is a project of urban regeneration and social
innovation ideated and managed by Blam that starts from the adaptive reuse of the former church titled
to San Sebastiano del Monte dei Morti, also known as the Chiesa dei “Morticelli”. A scientific agreement
between the Municipality of Salerno and the Department of Architecture of the University of Naples Federico II, DiARC, gave birth in December 2018 to the experimentation of the first urban participated laboratory
in the city, named SSMOLL, acronym but also reference to small and precious dimensions of the historical
building.
www.blamteam.com
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Who we are
Blam aims to define “adaptive” design strategies in order to experiment new practices of urban regeneration and social innovation through the enhancement of cultural heritage. Blam builds networks of synergetic
relationships between local administrations, local cultural actors, inhabitants-users and fragile places of the
city, transforming these into catalysts of new cultural and creative services co-generated thanks to collaborative strategies and actions activated from below.

The place and the history
The place where the first intervention of this widespread luminous museum, the Museo Luminoso Diffuso, is the ex-church of the “Morticelli”, in Largo Plebiscito in the historical center of Salerno, the area of
relevance of the space SSMOLL.
The Church of San Sebastiano del Monte dei Morti, built in 1530, is a rare example of sixteenth-century
octagonal architecture located in Largo Plebiscito. In 1615 the order of the Monte dei Morti was instituted;
and after the earthquake of 1980, the church was definitively closed due to considerable damage to the
structure that made necessary two restoration campaigns over time, the last completed in 2010. Reopened
for a few days in 2011, the church was then definitively closed until December 2018 when Blam started the
reactivation project.
See Annex C

The first phase
This first call invites to reflect on the relationship between light and urban space, in particular on the experience of co-living - in which each place can be different in relation to the perception of its users. The relationship between space and time, the relationship between space and light and its ability to become a
system of relationships and a network is fundamental. Through the use of participatory laboratory practices,
before and / or during the period of residence, the winner is invited to investigate the neighborhood and
explore Largo Plebiscito in its logistical complexities, to reveal it under a new “light”, with the prospect of
highlighting the former church of the Morticelli by reactivating a process that could allow this place to, once
again, be part of the collective urban imaginary. Largo Plebiscito is currently one of the marginalized urban
spaces of the historic center of the city of Salerno. The residence is aimed at the production of a new work
in the form of a light art installation in the urban space, respecting the identity of the places, which meets
the criteria and objectives set out below, without technical constraints, compatibly with the spaces indicated and the related goals. Furthermore, the proposal must be coherent with the premises of the SSMOLL
project, mentioned in the call.

Objectives
Participants are invited to represent the identity of the place in the form of a light art installation to be placed
in the square of Largo Plebiscito, outside the church and in relation to the building.
The objectives are:
• to produce the symbol of a collective work, able to represent with a single element or several elements,
the new identity of an urban “common good”, conveying the collective idea of urban regeneration activated
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by the SSMOLL project;
• to activate a dialogue with the related urban context and with the architectural and symbolic characters of the former church;
• to be the result of a process that, in line with the principles of the SSMOLL project, makes the inhabitants
of Salerno participating in the co-production of the work;
• to be recognizable, unique and attentive to its inclusion in an historical urban context of considerable
value;
All ideas proposed must respect the identity of the places. The church is included in the list of historical
and artistic interest, therefore, all the proposals must be reversible, easily removable and must not in any
way influence/modify the architecture.

Participation requirements
Considering the interdisciplinary vocation of the place, the competition announcement is open to all artists,
architects, designers and in general those able to plan and carry out the intervention without limits of age,
sex, nationality or other qualifications, single or in group formally or temporarily constituted, which present
a new production project of a light art work / installation to be carried out and built on site, in Salerno.

The phases of the competition
First phase.
From the 12th of December 2019 to the 16th of February 2020: application of project ideas.
Second phase.
From the 17th to 19th of February 2020: selection of the winning project.
Third phase.
February/March 2020: process of co-design and construction work in residence. The works must be realized and mounted on the dates set out together, no later than the tenth day of residence (to be defined
along with the winner).
Fourth phase.
March 2020: public presentation and exhibition of the work.
The dates will be updated and/or amended in the course of the initiative. The promoters will give timely
notice to participants on www.blamteam.com website and through the social media.

Terms of participation
The applications, relating to the candidacy of the project proposals (first phase), must be received not later
than 11.30 pm on 02/16/2020; the proposals received after that time will not be taken into consideration.
The application must be sent to the email address info@blamteam.com, with the subject “LUMINA Museo
Luminoso Diffuso” and must be accompanied by the indicated documentation:
- cv vitae | in the case of a group: cv of the individual members and/or of the group (if present);
- application form (Annex A);
- project proposal including all the relevant requested information (Annex B).
The attachments must not exceed a total of 10 MB and must be sent in a single PDF file (in the established
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order: Cv, Annex A, Annex B), under penalty of exclusion.
Notice will be given of the receipt by e-mail to each request received within 48 hours of receipt; this reply
is the only and necessary receipt of acceptance (or rejection due to non-compliance with the requirements
of this announcement).
Annex A)
- application form as per the form attached to this announcement. In the case of a group, only one application form must be prepared indicating the data of the referent of the collective and the name of the
participants;
- copy of an identity document on the front side. In the case of a group, the documents of all participants
must be sent;
- updated detailed curriculum (with projects, personal and collective exhibitions, residences, projects,
awards, publications, etc.). In the case of a group, a single document must be sent containing the curricula
of all the participants and of the collective if available;
Annex B)
Brief description of the inedited project to be developed during the residency, accompanied by relative images and technical drawings. The document must necessarily include, under penalty of exclusion:
- a brief description of the project (maximum 5,000 characters) with images and any links to videos or other
illustrative material; - methods for involving the citizens of Salerno;
- a schedule of the intervention (timing of community involvement, production of the work, etc.);
- a technical data sheet of the project with specific technical materials necessary for the installation; - the
estimated budget of the project detailed in single items;
The lack of one or more documents will result in exclusion from the notice. Each participant can enter the
competition with only one project, under penalty of exclusion.

The Prize
Lumina is promoted by Blam, in collaboration with the Municipality of Salerno, the Inner Wheel Salerno
CARF Association, the Battipaglia Cassa Rurale Foundation and Banca Campania Centro with the aim of
creating the first installation of the Museo Luminoso Diffuso in Salerno.
The call, provides an overall prize for the winner, funded by the Battipaglia Cassa Rurale Foundation, of
€ 5,000 (five thousand euros) divided as follows:
- € 1,500 (one thousand five hundred euros) of artistic compensation for the project idea;
- € 500 (five hundred euros) of travel, and other expenses. These costs, to be paid by the organization,
cannot exceed the expected amount; the artist’s residence provides for a period of hospitality of a maximum
of ten days, in the case of a collective the guaranteed costs are always and only for the amount indicated
above.
- € 3,000 (three thousand euros) for the costs of carrying out, co-producing and building the installation,
at the expense of the organization. The figure is intended for the purchase of materials, equipment, small
expenditures, technical costs and construction of the work. The figure indicated above cannot be exceeded.
The material will be delivered not later than one week before the starting date of the residency.
The travel reimbursement procedures will be agreed with the winner following the proclamation.

The Residence and the Production
The winner of the call will be invited in residence in Salerno for a maximum period of ten days to be able
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to work on the project idea, produce and build the light installation itself. During the residence period the
artist is invited to interact with local inhabitants, students and artists in order to stimulate a positive mutual
exchange. The installation must be completed and inaugurated within ten days of residence.

Communication of the winning project
The winning project will be communicated by e-mail to the addresses indicated in the application form; the
communication will also be made by Blam through the social channels and the website www.blamteam.
com.

Jury
Applications received within the times and respecting the regulation indicated above will be evaluated with
unquestionable results, by a commission composed of:
• a Blam representative;
• a representative of the Inner Wheel Salerno Club C.A.R.F .;
• a representative of the Battipaglia Cassa Rurale Foundation;
• an international expert in urban regeneration;
• a representative of the Municipality of Salerno;
• a representative of DiARC - Department of Architecture of the Federico II University of Naples expert in
collaborative practices;
• a lighting designer;
• an expert curator of contemporary art;
• a citizen representing the neighborhood.
The experts and jury member will be notified from time to time during the course of the call.
The decisions of the awarding jury are final and unquestionable. The jury makes use of not assigning the prize in the
case that it considers the projects received not coherent with the required objectives.

Selection of the projects
The projects will be selected based on: originality, coherence with the thopics of the project and with the
aims of the announcement, quality of the work, feasibility and capacity to involve the inhabitants of the city
of Salerno in the process of co-production of the installation. The Commission will assign a maximum score
of 100 points to each candidate based on the following criteria:
1. Quality and originality of the project; (maximum score 30 pt).
2. Coherence to the themes of the SSMOLL project and to the aims of the call; (maximum score 20 pt).
3. Feasibility and sustainability of the project; (maximum score 25 pt).
4. Effects on the territory of the process; (maximum score 20 pt).
5. Portfolio and CV of the participants; (maximum score 5 pt).

6

General info and communications
Info and general communications will be via email, using the address: info@blamteam.com, all the news
will be published on the homepage of the website www.blamteam.com and through Blam’s social media.
Any questions and clarifications on this announcement must be sent to Blam by e-mail, to the e-mail address: info@blamteam.com no later than 7 February 2020.

Diffusion of the materials and copyright
The awarded artists have the right to renounce the prize without asking for any form of compensation, in
that case the prize will be re-assigned according to the rankings drawn up by the jury.
The works created for the residence will remain the of moral property of the artist, which will be mentioned
in any future use. The winning work will be transferred to the Blam association ETS, without any remuneration; the rights of exhibit, of publication and communication to the public, will be tranferred by the artist to the
Blam association, without any remuneration. The Municipality of Salerno also undertakes to collaborate in
the installation of the work and its correct functioning in the place chosen with this announcement. Blam and
the project partners, in full respect of the author’s moral right, will exercise these rights for all institutional
communication activities related to the competition. Each candidate expressly authorizes Blam and all the
project partners, as well as their direct delegates, to process the personal data transmitted in accordance
with the law on privacy and the European Regulation (GDPR 2016/679), also for the purpose of inclusion in
databases managed by the aforementioned persons and by third parties who pursue the same purposes.
The documentation sent by the participants to the selection will be filed at the Blam main office.

Responsibility
Blam and the project partners, while ensuring the utmost care and custody of the winning work, decline any
responsibility for any theft, fire or damage of any nature, to the works or persons, which may occur during all
phases of the realization of the intervention and to following of the same. Any request for insurance must be
signed by the artist himself. Blam and the project partners reserve the right to make changes to this notice
if they consider it necessary, communicating any changes promptly.
By participating in the announcement, the participants accept the terms of this regulation.
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Annex A)
APPLICATION FORM
NAME OF THE TEAM / OR TEMPORARY PROJECT GROUP
______________________________________________________________________________

NAME and SURNAME*
(in the case of a team, the data of the representative)
______________________________________________________________________________

PLACE AND BIRTH-DATE*
______________________________________________________________________________
NATIONALITY
______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS OF RESIDENCY AND CITY*
______________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL / TEL *
______________________________________________________________________________
TITLE OF THE PROJECT *
______________________________________________________________________________

*mandatory data
The undersigned, pursuant to Article 13 of Legislative Decree 196/2003, gives his consent to the processing of data personal data for
the conduct of selection operations and for communication, in the context of the activity carried out by Blam.

DATA										

FIRMA

____________________						__________________________
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Annex B)
THE PROJECT PROPOSAL
1. Brief description of the project (max 5,000 characters including spaces) with images and any eventual
links to video or other illustrative material.
2. Methods of participation and engagement of the inhabitants of Salerno.
3. Timeline and work schedule of the intervention.
4. Technical data of the project with the description of the specific materials needed for the installation.
5. The estimated budget of the project, detailed in individual items. *
* The estimated budget cannot in any way be higher than the contribution paid (3.000 euro), see the related
paragraph of this call.
The annex of the project may be drawn up freely, observing the 5 points indicated above in the order
established and in the way expressed in the request.
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Annex C)
The church of San Sebastiano del Monte dei Morti is located in the historic center of Salerno, in Largo
Plebiscito,
within the ancient walls that opened there in the Porta Rotese, demolished in the 1800s.
This church was originally dedicated to the Saints Martyrs: Sebastiano, Cosma and Damiano, and the
most ancient news that concern it date back to 994, when the presence of the church was mentioned and
identified along the
Rafastia stream, today known as Cernicchiara.
A very suggestive hypothesis is that of Monsignor Arturo Carucci, according to which the church would have
the features of an early Christian baptistery, highlighting some impressive analogies with the Gianicolo
Sanctuary
in Rome and with the Baptistery of Sala Consilina dated to the 5th century. These fascinating considerations,
highlight some details of the church that would highlight its function as a place where the neophytes were
baptized; among these, a room below the church, about 2 meters deep that later will then be used as a
burial.
However, the first certain information concerning the church dates back to 1530 AD, the year in which the
structure
it was built, or restructured, with the Renaissance project of the architect Antonio da Ogliara, as ex-voto of
citizenship escaped the plague that had decimated the population in previous years Salerno. According to
legend, in the seventeenth century, under the Church, the corpses of the Salerno were buried affected by
the plague, hence the nickname attributed to the church “Morticelli”.
In 1615 at the church of S. Sebastiano, the Monte dei Morti settled, when the Church was already defined
octagonal in plan and strongly characterized by the presence of skeletons with sickles, evident allusion to
Death, evident at the main entrance. Remodeled, decorated, restored, between the ‘600 and the ‘900, the
Church of the Monte dei Morti has lost significant original elements.
Until the dawn of the 1980s, the Church was normally used for worship, granted to the congregation of San
Bernardino.
Then the earthquake, the damage to the sacristy and the unavailability; despite this, many people have
continued
to frequent it until 1986. It was then totally abandoned and subjected to further degradation caused by the
weight of the building built in the late nineteenth century above the sacristy. Upon opening, after a nearly
lasting restoration a decade, has emerged as all the decorative pictorial elements, from the altarpieces to
the precious paintings of”600, had disappeared and are not yet found today.
Closed for new static problems, the deconsecrated Church of Monte dei Morti was reopened for the last
time
once in 2011 and part of the historical assets belonging to the Municipality of Salerno.

11

Project area
The first edition of Lumina will take place in Largo Plebiscito, in the space belonging to the Church of
San Sebastiano del Monte dei Morti from which the SSMOLL adaptive reuse project started.

Current entrance
to the building

Area of intervention

Carrabile
Area progetto

7 mt
6 mt
7 mt
10 mt
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